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intricate channels of the shallow sea and marked the harbour
entrance by long sticks.

Abdul Aziz now advised us to dress in our Arab clothes,
which were then obligatory for all foreigners entering
Wahhabi Arabia. My diminutive little Meccan servant,
Sa'id, or Sa'adan as he was also called, who had crossed
the Empty Quarter with the explorer St John Philby, began
to help the Minister, and by the time we had reached the
quayside Sir Andrew was fully dressed as an Arabian not-
able. For travelling he had a grey-stuff gown from Dam-
ascus, and brown camel-hair cloak with gold-wire tassels
and edging. He wore a black wool head-fillet and a cream
Kashmiri wool headkerchief. For the evening and occasions
of ceremony he had a more sombre gown, a black facecloth
cloak with gold wire-work and tassels from Baghdad, a
fillet with gold wire, and a white cambric headkerchief, on
which was some embroidery in white. These cambric
headkerchiefs are embroidered in Mecca, and the favourite
design used to be a flowered one. In recent years it is
considered gayer by young Arabian bloods to have motor-
cars or aeroplanes embroidered on them.

Waiting on the quayside was a small party: the notables
of Uqair, headed by the Emir, or Governor, a distinguished-
looking white-bearded Bedouin, his camel-stick in his hand.
He was accompanied by a representative of the King, a
young official of the Foreign Office, Tawfiq, brother to
Fuad Hamza, who was a senior member of the King's en-
tourage, and later became Minister in Paris.

Uqair, often pronounced "Ujair," is said by some archae-
ologists to be the ancient Gerrha, a port at which caravans
from Southern Arabia used to transfer their loads of incense
and other merchandise to ships bound for Mesopotamia or
to camels for Petra. Now the population is only five hun-
dred, but there are some mounds which may cover the ruins
of an ancient city. Yakout, writing in the thirteenth century,
says that Sheikh Ibrahim bin Arabi, Governor of Central
Arabia, of Yamama, under the Ominayad Caliphs of
Damascus, was buried here, and speaks of his tomb; but